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equality produces men of commanding will, who are able
to crush aristocratical insolence, and by ruling the country
themselves to prevent the citizens from tyrannizing over
each other. In like manner the peculiar political genius
of the Jews produced a peculiar type of statesman. The
man who rose to eminence in that commonwealth was
the man who had a stronger sense than others of the pre-
sence, power, and justice of the Invisible King, and his
great function was to awaken the same sense in others by
eloquent words and decided acts. The Jewish statesman
was the prophet, and his business was to redcliver to each
successive generation, in the language likely to prove most
convincing and persuasive to it, a proclamation of which
the meaning always was, * The kingdom of God is at hand.'
The occasion of such proclamation might be peculiar and
determine it to a peculiar form, but one general descrip-
tion of the Jewish prophet will apply to all of them, in-
cluding John and Christ—viz. that he is one who, foreseeing
the approach of great national calamities and attributing
them to the nation's disloyalty to their Invisible King,
devotes himself to the task of averting them by a refor-
mation of manners and an emphatic republication of tho
Mosaic Law. All the Jewish prophets answer this de-
scription, whether the calamity they foresee be a plague
of locusts, an Assyrian invasion, a Babylonish captivity,
or a Eoman conquest with the abomination of desolation
standing in the holy place.
So far all prophets must of necessity resemble each
other, but there are other matters in which it is equally
necessary that they should differ. AH prophets proclaim
one eternal principle, and so far are alike; but as it is their
duty to apply the principle to the special conditions of

